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~ “DREAMBOAT HOUSE,” SEASIDE, FLORIDA

ERIC WATSON, A.L.A.
TAMPA, FLORIDA

A small two room guest house, one room
upstairs, one room downstairs, that continues
the codified tradition of regional vernacular
architecture as established in the community of
Seaside, Florida.

Built as a freestanding addition to an exist-
ing residence that also was recently construct-
ed, the new cottage’s context and limited lot
size has been carefully considered. Because of
the restricted size, or possibly due to the rigor
of limited surface area, the architect chose to
use a symmetrical composition for each of the
facades as well as for the disposition of elements
in the plan, all symmetrical about an axis that
runs parallel with ridge of the roof. The appli-
cation of traditional details of a carpenter’s clas-
sicism is somewhat more formal than those of
the main house, yet the cottage remains relaxed
enough to enjoy itself in a sunny resort setting.

RIGHT: A view of “Dreamboat House”, showing
the south and east facades. A corner of the main house
can be seen to the left of the cottage. Photograph by
Eric Watson, A.I.A.

BELOW: Elevations. Drawings by the office of Eric
Watson, A.1.A.
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