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ERIC WATSON

A Lofty Guest House

Scaside, Florida

440 square feet/42.3 square meters

he ironclad esthetic code that governs Seaside, the

famous planned community, gave architect Eric
Watson just a slip of land — 240 square feet — on
which to build a guest house. There, behind the main
house, his client wanted to squeeze a self-contained and
airy structure.

A visitor’s eye would need room to roam, Watson
knew, and the only direction available to him was up. He
turned the front of the living room into a light well, open
to the sky through clerestory windows and soaring 19 feet
to a vaulted ceiling. The rest of the room is lowered by a
sleeping loft overhead.

Watson had another means of teasing open the
space: extraordinary views of the Gulf of Mexico. The
house faces east, with four tall windows downstairs mar-
shalled toward the beach, and a balcony that extends the
sleeping loft toward the sea. White cotton curtains,
almost graphic in their simplicity, hang from galvanized
metal rods.

With the main house standing just eight feet away,
Watson could place no windows in the long, western
wall. He devoted it to cabinetry, stringing kitchen appli-
ances, countertop:, and a nearby entertainment unit along
its length downstairs. Above, where a windowless bath-
room might have felt confined, he walled it in with glass

block to draw light from the sunlit stairs.
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Left & Below 1o make this small
house look solid, Watson used wide
bands of lap-siding on the ground
Sfloor, suggesting mass, and narrower
bands upstairs. Corner windows
make the second floor look lighter;

heightening the contrast.
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Below The living room draws

most of its color from its vistas,

which act as focal points in this

small space. A banded sconce reit-

erates the horizontal paneling out-

side, and also contrasts with the
beadboard walls.




Above A glass front door, unclut-
tered by mullions, opens into the
double-height section of the living
room. Pull-up shades offer privacy
and partial shade.

Right A niche in the sleeping loft
holds a sink, allowing one guest to
wash up while another showers. In
this narrow spot, the triple mirror

is an unexpected luxury.
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Above  Though the loft is only
118 square feet, its perceived

volume is pried open by glass

doors, the balcony, a bank
windows behind the bed and the
high, peaked ceiling. Built in

wardrobes and nightstands flank
the bed, whose mattress rests on
deep storage drawers. Reading
lights, bookshelves, outlets and
light switches are designed into

this wall-to-wall headboard.
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