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Florida’s
Hot Designers

The state has an abundance
of architects. Here are a
few to watch:

» Alison Spear, Alison
Spear, AlA, Miami

The sister of ARQ co-
founder Laurinda Spear,
she designed furniture
designer Holly Hunt's
showroom in the Miami
Design District.

» CVV and Partners, Coral Gables

The town planners are exporting New
Urbanism to Latin America.

» Hersh Vitalini Corazzini, Coral
Gables

A private home in Brazil, a church in
Miami and historic restoration work in
Sarasota show the firm's range.

» Gilchrist and Crowe, Tallahassee

Architecture's high-tech leaders run a
near-paperless design shop. The firm's
architects are among design-team
regulars at Florida State and Florida
A&M universities.

» Jan Smith, Smith-McCrary Archi-
tects, Jacksonville

She designed a sports complex for
Florida Community College in Jack-
sonville.

> Terry Irwin, Terry
Irwin, AlA, Windermere

One of the designers of
the Orlando Museum of
Art now specializes in
luxury homes.

» Anthony Abbate,
Anthony Abbate Architect, Fort Laud-
erdale

The winner of last year's Arango Design
Award, Abbate is revitalizing a Fort
Lauderdale neighborhood.

» Eric Watson, Eric Watson Architect,
Tampa

He specializes in high-end residential
at neo-traditional communities such as
Seaside and Rosemary Beach, both

in Destin.

Florida Trend

Disney’s
Celebration: A
New Urbanism
approach to
town planning.

A Design of

As a high-growth state, Florida has
no shortage of architects specializing in
urban design and town planning. That
concentration, coupled with concerns
over sprawl and environmental sustain-
ability, has helped Florida develop a
reputation worldwide as the wellspring
of New Urbanism, a design
movement that encourages
high-density, mixed-use de-
velopments while discour-
aging reliance on the auto-
mobile. Indeed, many de-
sign critics point to the
1982 master plan for Des-
tin’s Seaside community as
the seminal New Urbanism
project. Others, such as
Windsor in Vero Beach and
Disney’s Celebration south of Orlando,
now abound. The University of Miami,
whose architecture dean, Elizabeth
Plater-Zyberk, was one of the founders
of the Congress for the New Urbanism,
has adopted New Urbanism (some-
times called traditional neighborhood
development) as its ideological under-
pinning.

A number of Florida design firms
champion the New Urbanism approach.
Among them is Miami-based Dover,
Kohl & Partners, a 14-member firm
specializing in town planning, Much of
its work is with local governments, help-
ing them to revitalize town centers and
develop strategies to limit sprawl.
Among the firm’s current projects are
revitalization plans for Miami Springs’
city center and a master plan for south
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The roots
of New
Urbanism

reach deep
into Florida
soil.

Our Own

Miami. It is also working on a compre-
hensive community design blueprint for
Collier County, advising officials on
ways to cope with one of highest rates
of population growth in the nation.
About 40% of the firm’s work involves
designing planned communities, in-
cluding one under way in
Istanbul, Turkey.

Like others trained in
the New Urbanism ap-
proach, Dover, Kohl
founding partner Victor
Dover sees town planning
as a vital tool for growth
management. Neighbor-
hoods that allow people to
live, work and play nearby
will reduce traffic. Com-
munities with ample green space help
conserve water by allowing rainwater to
seep underground, recharging the
aquifer. Homes with front porches
encourage neighbors to interact, creat-
ing social networks and possibly reduc-
ing crime.

New Urbanists often speak of “livable
neighborhoods” as the antidote to
sprawl. One metaphorical litmus test of
such a neighborhood, says Dover,
is whether a child can walk to a corner
store and buy ice cream. That rarely
happens in a typical suburban sub-
division.

“Traditional neighborhoods are in-
credibly more efficient,” says Dover. “If
we do things right, and responsibly,
growth and change can make things bet-

ter, not worse.”
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